Beech Family

Northern Red Oak  "Red Oak" "Gray Oak"

(Quercus rubra)

The people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey.”  So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.  Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God; and he took a large stone, and set it up there under the oak in the sanctuary of the LORD.  Joshua said to all the people, “See, this stone shall be a witness against us; for it has heard all the words of the LORD that he spoke to us; therefore it shall be a witness against you, if you deal falsely with your God.”  Joshua 24:24-27

Whom have we promised to serve?  Long ago God’s people promised to serve the Lord alone.


Oak trees can become very old.  Their leaves are blown far from the tree and may be mingled with those of other trees that have fallen to the ground.
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Red Oak Leaves



The Red Oak leaf has sharp points .  Its nuts are prized by squirrels, deer, and turkeys.  People use the acorns to create crafts.  The wood is strong and firm and makes fine furniture.


As oak leaves are raked think of the promises we have made.  Whom do we serve?
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Red Oak

Red oak, red oak

Sturdy, straight, and strong

Your leaves so bright and gold

I've admired oh, so long.

They soon become 

A lovely  brown,

Giving earth 

A lovely gown.

Loretta Kuse 

Dear Lord,


The oak tree is sturdy and strong.  Strengthen our faith and make us strong in and through you.  Help us to keep  our promises to serve you.  In your name we pray.  Amen

